
 
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

May 13, 2021 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The most forgotten Thursday of the Church Year is Ascension Day. Coming 
forty days after Easter, Ascension reminds us how our Lord went off with 
His disciples and disappeared into the clouds. His promise is that He has 
not abandoned His people but has gone to prepare the way. He sends the 
Holy Spirit so that we will not be without a counselor and guide. 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

PRELUDE               
 

OPENING HYMN                     “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build”                                    #492 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003016 
Tune: Public domain 

 
WELCOME 



 

 

INVOCATION        
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    Psalm 47:5-9 
Pastor:  God has gone up with a shout, 
People: the Lord with the sound of a trumpet 
Pastor:  Sine praises to God, sing praises! 
People:   Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

 
Pastor:  For God is the King of all the earth; 
People: sing praises with a psalm! 
Pastor:  God reigns over the nations; 
People: God sits on his holy throne. 
Pastor:  The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. 
People: For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly Father.  
People: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We are by nature 

unclean and are given to sinful thoughts, sinful words, and sinful deeds. We 
have transgressed Your law in many ways, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not lived as Your redeemed people and have 
not put You first in our lives. We beg for Your forgiveness and love. Grant us 
true repentance and reconciliation with those from whom we are separated 
and estranged, that with renewed hearts and lives we may continue our earth-
ly journeys with hope and confidence. 

Pastor: God has promised forgiveness to those who turn to Him in repentance. In the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. The God of peace 
Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faith-
ful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

T WORD T 
      

Pastor:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 



 

Pastor:    For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the            
                 unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to    
                 the Lord. 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                             “A Hymn of Glory, Let Us Sing”                       #493 (vs. 1,5) 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003016 
Tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SALUTATION        
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, Lord of time and of eternity, as we observe with re-

joicing the day on which Your Son, Jesus Christ, ascended from earth and was 
received at Your right hand, grant us Your grace that we may follow at length 
where He has gone before us. Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

People: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 1:1–11       
  1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and  teach, 2until 
the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John   baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Fa-
ther has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he 
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 24:44–53          
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 



 

Pastor:  Then He said to them, 
Cong: “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 

Pastor:  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, 
Cong: “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 

dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And be-
hold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you. But stay in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high.” 

Pastor: Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands He blessed them. 
While He blessed them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And 
they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 

 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     “Up through Endless Ranks of Angels”                           #491 

              Tune: “Angels from the Realm of Glory” 

1 Up through endless ranks of angels, 
    Cries of triumph in His ears, 
 To His heav’nly throne ascending, 
    Having vanquished all their fears, 
 Christ looks down upon His faithful, 
    Leaving them in happy tears. 
 
2 Death-destroying, life-restoring, 
    Proven equal to our need, 
 Now for us before the Father 
    As our brother intercede; 
 Flesh that for our world was wounded, 
    Living, for the wounded plead! 

 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003016 
 
 

SERMON  
        

NICENE CREED    (back of hymnal) 
 

3 To our lives of wanton wand’ring 
    Send Your Spirit, promised guide; 
 Through our lives of fear and failure 
    With Your pow’r and love abide; 
 Welcome us, as You were welcomed, 
    To an endless Eastertide. 
 
4 Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace! 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Oh, to see the Father’s face! 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace! 



 

 

OFFERING                       “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build”                                  #492 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003016 
Tune: Public domain 
 
 

OFFERTORY                                               “Create in Me”                                                               #956 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      
Pastor: Ascended Lord, in Your ascension You lifted up Your hands in blessing upon Your 

faithful disciples and apostles. Give Your rich and abundant blessing also unto us, 
who await from You every benediction and grace for the welfare of our bodies, for 
the health of our souls, for our defense from every evil, and for our preservation in 
the true faith both in every time of temptation and in the hour of our death. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer 
Pastor: Ascended Lord, You concealed Yourself in the bright cloud, yet promised the Holy 

Spirit who reveals You and makes You known to us through faith. Create in us new 
hearts and right spirits, that we may know and acknowledge the eternal and saving 



 

gifts You won for us through Your cross and distribute to us by the Spirit through 
Word and Sacrament. Though we deserve nothing good from You, take not Your Holy 
Spirit from us, sanctify us in Your truth, and lead us in the way that leads to ever-
lasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Ascended Lord, You now sit in our flesh at the right hand of the Father. Mercifully 

intercede for us before the throne of grace, as You have promised. Defend us from 
the accusations of our ancient Adversary. Clothe us in Your righteousness as You 
bring us to the mercy seat of God. Remember in mercy the prayers and petitions that 
we offer, that, by Your grace, we may receive the grace and help we need both in 
every time of trouble and in every time of prosperity. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
(Prayers of Berea) 

Pastor: Ascended Lord, we remember with joy before You all those who have departed this 
life in Your friendship. We beg You to bring us to share with them in the unending 
Feast of Joy and to await with joy for the longed day of Your promised Appearing, for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

WORD’S OF INSTITUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                  “The Infant Priest was Holy Born”                 # 624 (Vs. 1, 6, 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003016 
Tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER        
Pastor: Almighty God, your only Son was taken up into heaven and in power intercedes for 

us. May we also come into your presence and love forever in your glory; thorough 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, our God, now 
and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN                   “Look, Ye Saints, the Sight is Glorious”                  # 495 (vs. 1, 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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